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The City of
Genova
with its long harbor history
The main aim of the Bluprint is to connect the city and the sea by 
creating an urban waterfront and combining it with the repair 
docks for ships which have been, and still very much are the 
beating heart of the city..
We find the idea of creating the new water channel thrilling. We 
can easily imagine it filled with yachts and boats from the Genoese 
sailing club.
The former Genoa International Fair Plot is located in the middle of 
two of the city’s parts . The area of Porto Siberia with the adjacent 
old town has a city center feeling; with liner ships arriving and 
departing and the tourist infrastructure developed, it is a place 
filled with urban life. 
On the other side, there is Corso Italia with Spiaggia do Boccadase 
at the furthest point. The Albaro district with its distinctive houses 
and relaxing atmosphere create a pleasant background for the 
promenade which is cherished mostly by locals.
City beaches and sport clubs interlace with restaurants and cafes. 
This is a nice summer destination for all city dwellers.
The creation of the sailing channel will connect both these areas 
into one system. The Genoa International Fair Plot will become a 
link, a piece of the larger system but also a destination on its own.

Porto Siberia

Fair Plot

Corso Italia

2 parts of the city...

...connection
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The Genoa International Fair Plot will become a link, a piece of the 
larger system but also a destination on its own...
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We are clearly dealing with an urban void, a post-industrial territory 
which needs to be reclaimed by the city. It’s always an opportunity 
to give the city what it lacks. We didn’t want to consider the plot 
in terms of the competition program only, but also how the 
development can contribute to the city in whole.
Genova’s city center is squeezed between the water and the hills, 
that is why it is densely urbanized and the open green areas are 
deficit. In this city, greenery seems to be a luxury. 
The green hills, which surround the center are occupied by villas 
and privatized. We wanted to supply the city with a democratic 
green piece of land that can be close to the densely populated city 
center.

New York Central Park
Sheep Meadow

Transit zone
Stop Point

First Approach
green stop, transit 
promenade, berth island
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how
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The Green 
Point
This analysis led us to the conclusion that the spacious roof of 
Pavilion S, meant for reconstruction and reuse is the best option 
available to  place the greenery. We suggested an open meadow, 
elevated above the lively neighborhoods, one that would provide 
a 360 degrees view looking out over the sea and the city.
We named it a STOP. A place, a destination on its own, or just a 
place on the way.

Genova Fair Plot 
Calm  Meadow

Step 1 full green

Step 2 2 new buildings appear

Step 3  service roads appear

Step 4  consolidation of green areas on 
the roof

calm roof

busy ground level



The 
Promenade 
Having linked these two parts of the city, we put in a promenade 
with a capacity that, in the future, can be expanded to accommodate 
Sunday strollers.
We shaped it after the way flowing water forms a rock. The flows 
of people are directed and lead smoothly. We created pockets and 
widenings in the places that needed them with cafes and shops 
are located along it.
The housing is located partly above the promenade. In a case such 
as this, the private part is detached from the public part, but also 
the protruding volume of the building guarantees that shadows 
will play over the promenade on the summer days.
We decided that natural stone would be the perfect material 
to underline the bends and folds of the wavy landscape. The 
association with renaissance Italian sculpture is obvious.

 people and stone flows





Ground Floors 
Program Strategy
Level +1.00  is a public level. The promenade houses mostly shops, 
with a smattering of cafes, all of them are accessible and open onto 
the promenade. 
Pavilion S has been completed with commercial functions both on 
level +1.00 opening onto the water and on level +5.00 facing the 
Kennedy square.
Level +1.00 accommodates artisanal workshops and shops with 
nautical goods. Level +5.00 includes entrances to the restaurant 
and fitness center, as well as a café and small boutiques, which 
open onto the square.
Berth Island mixes housing with hospitality and offices, with the 
+1.00 level set aside strictly for public functions. A hotel foyer with 
a bar and restaurant are accessible from here. A covered square 
with its offices and entrance lobby is used for chilling out in the 
shade and various open air exhibitions and events
To enhance the functional program of Berth Island we placed a 
fresh product market with a seafood section kept according to 
Mediterranean traditions.
As far as the promenade is considered to be a transit space with 
people passing through most of the functions that enhance 
staying and enjoying the outdoors are located on Berth Island.



Blocking and 
Locating Functions
All the functions were placed within the prescribed limitations. The 
location of the functional blocks was dictated by the insolation 
needed for the housing. Generally we first placed the 40 000 sq 
m of housing and then the hotel and offices in places where the 
views are not as pretty and shade prevails.
The hotel and offices are combined in one volume and can be 
treated as a prolongation of the B pavilion (the Blue Pavilion). Even 
their façade is a kind of representation of the pavilion to the new 
public space. The ground floor was omitted to disclose a partial 
view toward the glazed stripe of the Blue Pavilion, connecting it 
with the new urban surrounding.
We decided to provide a new pedestrian link which connects the 
public functions of the island with Via Aurelia, and even with the 
presence of the lift further on with Corso Aurelio Saffi.  



zone B parking housing shopping hotel offices MARKET  semi public public area

level -2.00 13000 0 0 0 0
level +1.00 1351 1468 0 1588 0 4846
level+5.00 0 3814 240 725 136 611 1270
level+7.90 4574
level+10.80 3168 2100 1214
level+13.70 2599 2100 1214
level+16.60 2394 2400 1214
level+19.50 2394 2400 1214
level+22.80 0

total zone B: 14351 20411 240 11313 4992 4846 611 1270

zone A parking housing 1 room 3-4 room 2-3 room shopping\services priavat lodgia semi public public area
level -2.00 6233 0 0 0
level +1.00 0 3002 650
level+5.00 0 1720 457 759 769 0 1351 105
level+7.90 3342 737 1236 1182 504 924
level+10.80 4118 737 1236 1182 504 459
level+13.70 4118 737 1236 1182 504 459
level+16.60 4118 737 1236 1182 504 459
level+19.50 4118 737 1236 1182 504 459
level+22.80

total zone A: 6233 21534 3771 2016

parking housing shopping market hotel offices
total 19233 41945 4011 4846 11313 4992

new building 62261
market 4846
parking 19233

Housing Matrix
zone A

We decided that the housing mix should be highly diversified and 
be accesible to different income groups. Many waterfront locations 
tend to be expensive and in many cases become investment assets 
rather than places to live. 
In order to keep the place affordable for seniors, young families, 
students or young professionals we provided a gentrified mix of 
apartments. 
The first block has studios of 25-30 sq m which we have called 
“micro-studios.” These are blocked together and have expanded 
common functions such as: a living room with a kitchen annex, a 
TV room, a sports room as well as a storage and washing room. 
These are located  on the ground floor and meant for all the 
inhabitants. These shared spaces compensate for small size of the 
studios. The cost is shared as well, so the studios are cheaper. Also, 
they enhance the community.
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Housing Matrix
zone B

The further blocks provide diversified unit sizes up to 3 bedrooms 
and 120 sq m. Kindergartens and elderly daycare centers are 
provided within the facilities.
Also we have designed 5-story urban town houses located on 
the western edge of Berth Island with privatized berths. These are 
meant for multigenerational families and in fact are comprised of 
3 apartments stacked atop one another. They can be separated 
depending on the dwellers’ needs. The living room and kitchen are 
open to the front yard on the water and can be used by all family 
members, though each apartment has its own kitchen annex.
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Pavilion S 
Reuse strategy
Sport + 

As specified in the brief we implemented a set of additional 
commercial functions into Pavilion S to lower its dependability on 
massive sporting events. The suggested functions take advantage 
of the pavilion’s interesting internal structure and complement its 
sport program. 
Two levels have been set aside for the fitness center. Its premises are 
located in the southern quarter of the plan along the glazed façade 
which faces the sea. A separate entrance has been designed both 
from the ground level (+5.00) and from the underground parking.
Directly above the main entrance to the sports arena we have 
placed a restaurant. The restaurant is accessible from the arena 
foyer and provides a view of the sport arena.



Pavilion S 
Reuse Strategy -

+ New Functions

At the +1.00 level of the Pavilion, along the berths xxx  sq m of 
leasing areas with 7m ceilings were provided to accommodate 
artisanal workshops and shop facilities connected directly with the 
nautical theme.
An additional mezzanine has been implemented into the Pavilion 
structure on the +5.00 level to accommodate the proper entrance 
foyer to the sport arena as well as complimentary entrances (for 
athletes, employees, spectators; a separate entrance to the fitness 
center) and additional xx  sq m of leasing areas meant for a coffee 
and arena gift shop. The implementation of additional commercial 
functions here helped us to revive the façade facing Kennedy 
Square.
The internal structure of the Sports Arena has been left without 
significant changes.
The planning focused on providing functional blocks of rooms to 
facilitate the building’s serving as a contemporary sport venue.

Fitness and Spa WorckshopsRestaurants



Pavilion S 
Reuse Strategy - 
+ All Day Roof Activities

Internal evacuation\service staircases have been added as a 
replacement for the external ones that were removed. Blocks of 
lifts  connect different levels of the arena enabling access for the 
handicapped as well. Cloakrooms and restrooms for visitors were 
added as well as concession bars on levels +3.00 and + 8.00. 
By providing portable movable tribunes we’ve made it possible to 
expand the seating capacity by 75%..
The roof of Pavilion S, and the pillars that support it, are structurally 
reinforced to make the roof usable. We designed a spiral ramp along 
the façade to provide roof access. It serves as the prolongation of 
the promenade and is accessible to pedestrians.
The roof serves as a meadow. People can gather there, play outdoor 
sports, organize picnics or just enjoy the view.

19:00
Evening Yoga

15:00
Sunbathe

20:00
Sun Set

21:00
Cinema Time

8:00
Morning Jogging

12:00
Lunch Time



Internal Circulations 
and Points of Access

The plot is accessible from Via Aurelia. There are three points of car 
access, which serve the whole territory. Two of them lead directly 
to the underground parking. 
Apartment block A has its own dedicated and direct access from 
Via Aurelia. Parking is located under the building.
The second access point is located near the roundabout (Rotonda 
Nove Novembre) and serves the underground public parking 
adjacent to Pavilion S.
The access from the roundabout serves as the service access to all 
the buildings and also as the access to the underground parking 
located on Berth Island.

Pedastrian access 
Promenade

Car access with Parking
P1 - housing

P2 - housing/office/hotel
P3 - public use parking

Service access 
Promenade



Sustainable 
Strategy
The sustainable strategy presented for the plot follows the basic 
rules set up by the Blueprint. It focuses on providing energy 
efficient solutions and lowering CO2 emissions by using renewable 
technologies and a design based on passive housing principles.
Integrated extensive green facades help to improve air quality and 
diminish the noise pollution caused by the traffic.
Vegetation on the roofs and walls helps to reduce the impact of 
solar radiation in summer thereby reducing the energy needed for 
cooling and air conditioning.

Water strategy 
The reduction of water consumption through the 
recovery, treatment and reuse of rainwater and grey-
water is accomplished by the following means:
Rain water from paved surfaces is filtrated and reused 
for irrigation, for toilets, fishing  and cleaning.
Grey water from the buildings will be collected, treat-
ed and reused for irrigation and cleaning.
Natural ventilation principles which use the wind for 
cooling the air and provide comfort in summer both in 
the buildings and outdoors.

Energy strategy
The use of renewable sources of energy in our case is based on photovoltaic panels located on the roofs of 
the buildings
The building is designed with passive building principles in mind: the use of proper insulation, deep bal-
conies and loggias, movable sunscreens used to diminish sun radiation in summer and reduce the energy 
needed for cooling and air conditioning.

Rain Water

Wind Energy InsolationSolar Panels and Green Roofs / Facades



Cost Estimation

New constructions and modifications: 

• Construction of new buildings Zones “A” and “B” 
• Reconstruction and renovation of existing building Pavilion “S”, 

in Zone “C” 
• Construction of new underground parking garages in Zones 

“A/B/C” 
• Construction/creation of new pedestrian spaces in Zone “D” 

The cost estimation for these construction and modification works 
must not exceed EUR 200 million.



Cost Estimation

Sum (in EUR) - II. - V., New Construction-, renovation-, and fit-
out works for building blocks in Zones ‘’A/B/C/D’’

- 178.431.788,00



Facades – 
Materiality
and Ceiling Mosaic Panels
Natural, long-lasting materials with good resistance to the 
aggressive sea environment (salt, humidity, wind) were used for 
the façade treatment. The large scale of this development required 
that we use diversified materials to keep the human scale of the 
place. Sand color brick, natural stone, mineral plaster cast, metal 
panels and wooden details were used as finishing materials. 
Keeping the natural tonality of the surfaces we managed to create 
a non-obtrusive image.
The materiality of the project was inspired by the industrial and 
coastal character of the place. We used simple, almost raw details 
which correlate with the nearby port. 
Also, the general aesthetic of yachts and boats influenced the 
tonality and textures of the materials used. 





PEDESTRIAN

SERVICE

PARKING

GREEN ROOF

The City of
Genova
with its long harbor history

The main aim of the Bluprint is to connect the city with the sea by 
creating an urban waterfront and also combining it with the ships repair 
sector which have been and still is contributing to the city’s heartbeat.
We find the idea of creating the new water channel thrilling. We can 
easily imagine it filled with yachts and boats of Genoese sailing club.
The former Genoa International Fair Plot is located in the middle of two 
city’s parts. The area of Porto Siberia with the adjacent old town has a 
city center feeling; with liner ships arriving and departing and tourists 
infrastructure developed, the place is filled with urban life. 
On the other side there is Corso Italia with Spiaggia do Boccadase at 
its end. The Albaro district with its distinctive houses and relaxing 
atmosphere create a pleasant background for the promenade which is 
cherished by locals mostly.
City beaches and sport clubs interlace with restaurants and cafes. This is 
a nice summer destination for all city dwellers. The creation of the sailing 
channel will connect those both parts into one system.  The Genoa 
International Fair Plot will become a link, a piece of the bigger system 
but also a destination on its own...

Total area of competition - 122261
Construction site - zone A 3637

- zone B 10888
Total area of new buildings 62233
Parking 19233
Parking for S-pavilion 7917

Landscape
Greenery 2200
Paving 70753
Area for leasing 4011 +   market 4846

6
4000
2900

Number of 
( First floor  (h)
Typical floor  (h)   
Social infrastructure          children garden        300

senior center        500

Sponsor unico del concorso



Sponsor unico del concorso

PLAN 1
 + 1.00

FUNCTIONAL ZONESFUNCTIONAL ZONES

+ 1.00 + 1.00+ 5.00 + 5.00+ 7.90 + 7.90

PLAN 2
 + 5.00



Sponsor unico del concorso

SECTION 1
M 1 : 500

SECTION 2
M 1 : 500

SECTION 3
M 1 : 500

SECTION 5
M 1 : 500

SECTION 4
M 1 : 500



Sponsor unico del concorso

FACADE 2 FACADE 3

FACADE 1

FACADE 4



Sponsor unico del concorso

PLAN 2PLAN 1 PLAN 3 PLAN 4

PLAN 3

TRANSFORMABLE TRIBUNEROOF



Sponsor unico del concorso

The Green 
Point
The set of analysis led us to conclusion that spacious roof of Pavilion 
S, meant for reconstruction and reuse is the best option to locate 
the greenery. We suggested an open meadow, elevated above the 
lively neighborhoods, and providing 360 degrees of open views 
toward the sea and the city.
We named it a  STOP. A place, a destination on its own, or just a 
place on the way.

Genova Fair Plot 
Calm  Meadow

Step 1 full green

Step 2 2 new buildings appear

Step 3  service roads appear

Step 4  consolidation of green areas 
on the roof

calm roof

busy ground level

The 
Promenade 
Having linked two parts of the city, we provided a promenade. 
With a capacity that in the future can expand to accommodate the 
Sunday strollers.
We formed it as the flowing water forms the rock. The flows of 
people is directed and lead smoothly. We created pockets and 
widenings in the places which needed them. Caffes and shops are 
located along it.
The housing is located partly above the promenade. In such case 
the private part is detached from the public part but also the 
protruding volume of the building guarantee the shadows over 
the promenade in the summer days.
We decided that natural stone will be the perfect material to 
underline the bents and folds of the waving landscape. The 
association with renaissance Italian sculpture is obvious.

Pavilion S 
Reuse Strategy - 
+ All Day Roof Activities

Internal evacuation\service staircases have been added 
as a replacement for the removed external ones. Blocks of 
lifts connected different levels of arena enabling access for 
handicapped as well. Cloakrooms and restrooms for visitors were 
added as well as concession bars on levels +3.00 and + 8.00. 
Possibility of expanding the seating capacities by 75% have been 
given by providing the portable movable tribunes.
The roof of the pavilion S and pillars that support it are structurally 
reinforced to make the roof usable. We designed an access to the 
roof by a spiral ramp along the façade. It serves as the prolongation 
of the promenade and is accessible for pedestrians.
The roof serves as a meadow. People can gather there, play outdoor 
sports, organize picnics or just enjoy the view.

19:00
Evening Yoga

15:00
Sunbathe

20:00
Sun Set

21:00
Cinema Time

8:00
Morning Jogging

12:00
Lunch Time

Rain Water

Wind Energy

Insolation

Solar Panels and 
Green roofs

Facades – 
materiality
and Ceiling Mosaic Panels
Natural, long lasting materials with good resistant to aggressive 
sea environment (salt, humidity, wind) were used for façade 
treatment. The big scale of development required us to use 
diversified materials to keep the human scale of the place. Sand 
color brick, natural stone, mineral plaster cast, metal panels 
and wooden details were used as finishing materials. Keeping 
the natural tonality of the surfaces we managed to create non-
obtrusive image.
The materiality of the project was inspired by the industrial and 
coastal character of the place. We used simple, almost raw details 
which correlate with the nearby port. 
Also the general aesthetic of yachts and boats influenced the 
tonality and textures of used materials. 

Ground Floors 
Program 
Level +1.00 is a public level. The promenade houses mostly shops, 
with a dose of cafes, all of them are accessible and open onto the 
promenade. 
The pavilion S has been completed with commercial functions 
both on level +1.00 opening onto the water and on level +5.00 
facing the Kennedy square.
Level +1.00 accommodates artisanal workshops and shops with 
nautical goods. Level +5.00 includes entrances to the restaurant 
and fitness center, as well as café and small boutiques, which open 
onto the square.
The Berth Island mixes housing with hospitality and offices, with 
the +1.00 level dedicated strictly for public functions. Hotel foyer 
with bar and restaurant are accessible from here. Covered square 
with offices entrance lobby is used for chill out in the shadow and 
various open air exhibitions and events
To enhance the functional program of the Berth Island we located 
the fresh product market with a seafood section kept in good 
Mediterranean traditions.
As far as the promenade is considered to be a transit space with 
people moving  along most of the functions enhancing staying 
and enjoying the outdoors are located on the Berth Island.
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green point 
sport arena and elevated 

 berth island 
hotel and office

 transit zone
multifunctional promenade

First 
Approach
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We are clearly dealing with an urban void, a post industrial territory 
which need to be reclaimed by the city. It’s always an opportunity to 
give city what it lacks. We didn’t want to  consider the plot in terms 
of the competition program only, but also how the development 
can contribute to the city in whole.
Genova city center is squeezed between the water and the hills, 
that is why it is densely urbanized and the open green areas are 
deficit.In this city greenery seems to be luxury. 
The green hills, which surround the center are occupied by villas 
and privatized. We wanted to supply the city with a democratic 
green piece of land that can be close to the densely populated city 
center.

New York Central Park
Sheep Meadow

Transit zone
Stop Point

?
how

what


